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Captured in a beautiful package, including more than fifty color photographs, The Last Waltz
tells the intriguing story of the Viennese Strauss family known for producing some of the best
known, best loved music of the nineteenth century. Johann and Josef Strauss, the Waltz Kings,
composed hundreds of instantly recognizable and enduringmelodies, including The Blue
Danube Waltz, Tales from the Vienna Woods, Voices of Spring and The Radetzky March. Their
iconic music has been featured on the scores of nearly a thousand films.Yet despite their
success, this was a family riven with tension, feuds and jealousy, living in a country that was
undergoing seismic upheaval.Through the personal and political chaos, the Strauss family
continued to compose music to which the Viennese – anxious to forget their troubles – could
dance and drank champagne, even as their country hurtled towards oblivion at the hands of the
First World War.Classical music expert and radio host John Suchet skillfully portrays this
gripping story, capturing the family dramas, the tensions, triumphs and disasters against the
turbulent backdrop of Austria in the nineteenth century, from revolution to regicide.

"I greatly enjoyed spending time with John Suchet's fascinating book about Johann Strauss, and
I hope you will enjoy it as much as I did." ―André Rieu"Very readable ... elegantly prepared with
plenty of quality illustrations ... makes a fascinating read about one of the greatest musical
dynasties that ever lived. John Suchet puts their personal lives into the context of the politics of
the day without missing out on the musical history. A book to be thoroughly recommended."
―John Diamond, Chairman of The Johann Strauss Society of Great Britain"Riveting reading ... I
found it difficult to put down. Stuffed full of facts, both historical and musical, this is in no way a
dry academic tome because John Suchet, as always, spins his enthusiastic way through the
drama as if guiding us personally in the footsteps of the protagonists and their times. I can highly
recommend this absorbing and beautifully presented book." ―Howard Shelley, pianist and
conductor"This handsomely presented volume positively screams to be taken down from the
shelf and explored. In its pages, John Suchet succeeds in giving an overview of the Viennese
Strauss dynasty of musicians, setting it in the context of the often turbulent and tragic lives of the
ruling Habsburg dynasty. Importantly, and unlike almost every other contemporary writer in this
field, Suchet embraces the fact that the Strauss family's music-making did not end with the
death of the 'Waltz King' in 1899, but continued well into the 'swinging sixties' of the 20th
century." ―Peter Kemp, author of The Strauss Family: Portrait of a Musical Dynasty"Handsomely
produced and superbly written… As a former News at Ten anchor [Suchet] knows a thing or two
about distilling narratives and crafting pay-off lines. (His best is the book's very last sentence,
which it would be churlish to reveal.)" ―Richard Osborne, The Oldie"John beautifully balances
the family Strauss saga with the fall of the Habsburg Empire. This copiously illustrated book is



terrific!" ―Carl Davis, composer and conductor"Engaging ... the narrative style is very beguiling
and draws the reader in very quickly. I could not put this down once I had started it... This book,
as well as being immensely readable, entertaining and beautifully written, is also beautifully
produced. The paper is of a high quality, the kind that you want to stroke, the illustrations are
superb and the layout of the whole book is a joy. I loved it." ―Random Jottings blog"Thoroughly
interesting and entertaining" -- The Herts Advertiser"Incredibly informative and entertaining ...
made me realise how little I knew about this musical dynasty. [Suchet's] talent for giving the
reader facts without any heavy academic approach means this is a very approachable route into
becoming your own Strauss authority! The snippets and anecdotes have been carefully
collected and put together in such a way that dipping in and out of the book is easy - highly
recommended for anyone wondering what is behind the Blue Danube!" --Sandra Parr, Artistic
Planning Director (Orchestra and Ensembles), Royal Liverpool Philharmonic OrchestraAbout
the AuthorJOHN SUCHET is a well-known journalist and radio presenter in the UK where he
presents for Classic FM, the UK’s only 100 per cent classical music radio station. Before turning
to classical music, he was one of the UK’s best-known television journalists. He has been named
Television Journalist of the Year, Television Newscaster of the Year, and been awarded a
Lifetime Achievement Award by the Royal Television Society. He has also been honored by the
Royal Academy of music for his work on Beethoven including the internationally bestselling
Beethoven: The Man Revealed.
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Mike T, “Superbly Written. Throughly enjoyed reading Suchet's book. It brings to life the musical
mastery and intrigue of the Strauss family, weaving in a delightful taste of life in Vienna at the
time.  And layers in the powerful political events of the time.”

Jonathan H., “Great book on some great composers.. I love the book so far. It’s really nice how
the author has tied in all of the relevant political history as well. It really makes the book come
alive. The Strauss family lived quite the life, much more cosmopolitan than previous composers.
They toured extensively and built their fan base. But it was the quality of their musical output that
was the reason for their success. The book also has all sorts of interesting tidbits of information,
for example, how the ring-road in Vienna came about. Vienna outgrew its wall, tore it down, and
made it into a boulevard where they placed some of their most important new buildings, like the
opera house.  The Last Walz is a very interesting read.”

jmark, “Strauss waltzes were the products of several family members, not solely Johann Strauss,
Jr.. This book presents the Strauss family (father, son, and brothers) at the center of 19th
century Viennese musical world. The composers were also conductors and showmen which
significantly contributed to the family wealth. Interactions with the Russians, Americans (Junior
did not like America), British, and Germans captures their tours and life experiences. Book is
well written and easily readable.  I enjoyed this book greatly.”

Diane Boesch, “Do not overlook this treasure.. Outstanding. One of my best purchases ever.
Everything about it, content, presentation, illustrations, and physical qualities beyond compare.
Purchased a second and third as gifts.”

librarian, “Excellent book received in excellent condition.. Excellent book and we received it in
excellent condition. This book is well written and beautifully illustrated with drawings and
important photographs that bring the history to life. There is a lot of great information in here for
Strauss fans, but his life was so interesting that the book should be captivating reading even for
readers who had never heard of him before. These family members were the music superstars
of the late 19th century, and the fame, trials and tribulations they went through would be the
subject of front line news in magazines and papers today. I purchased this book for the library,
but I will probably buy another one for my personal collection.”

robert carroll, “used book was in VERY good condition. Prompt delivery.  Arrived as described.”

Jim Gould, “Wunderbar!. Wunderbar! This book is quite interesting about all the Strauss family
and how they were so intricately linked with Vienna. I liked the writing style which is part story,
part history/biographical and part gossipy....and not in the least bit overly music interpretation. I



would have perhaps appreciated a bit more information on many of their famous works...ie. what
prompted their composition by title etc. There are many pictures, photographs and portraits of
the places and people involved in the accounts.”

Carline van der Harg, “Absolutely a must read!. Heard about this book on Classic FM, the British
radio broadcast. Absolutely loved it, it made me see Vienna through different eyes. I learned a lot
about its history as well as European history and as a side effect it made me realise what a good
and smart performer Andre Rieu is. I learned about the Straus family in a very easy and
comfortable way. A must have book for all music lovers and if you've never been to Vienna you
really want to after, or even better during, reading this book. Well written and a very good read!”

Malcolm G., “Extraoridnary history of the Viennese Strauss Family. I first read this book as a
hardback from the Library, and realised it was not only a fabulous read, but is a great reference
book covering the relationship between the various Strauss generations. I have two
connections with this book, apart from being a long term lover of Viennese/Austrian music: I
lived in Vienna for two years, and worked there on a periodic commuter basis for perhaps
another three; and when in England I am a fan of John Suchet on Classic FM. So I bought the
soft back as a reference book, and have been most impressed with the standard of production.
Nothing is missed between the wo versions.”

Dick Pearson, “Fascinating insights. Excellent book, seemingly well researched. The author
doesn't have the most fluent style but, nevertheless, is very readable.Was given the hardback as
a present and this is a superbly produced item: excellent paper, colourful cover, excellent
illustrations etc. However, it is very heavy and awkward to hold and read comfortably, which led
to me buying it on the Kindle to read from about 30% of the way through!”

Andrew Poole, “Approachable and interesting.. Not the type of book I normally ready, but I heard
the advert/trailer on Classic FM and finding a Kindle version, thought I would try it. To me, it
follows the same line as the radio programme - friendly, informative, aimed at those who are not
(or certainly were not) experts in the field. I haven't finished reading the book yet, but the
chapters I have read have been approachable and interesting.  Certainly recommended.”

Rev. J. A. Campbell, “Dancing the years away.. Thoroughly good reading material from a writer
who has an excellent command of language to convey concisely some immense details of
history and place. What a strange family but, then, the Strauss family lived in equally strange
times. Their existence was propped up by an Emperor and a ruling class which could not come
to terms with change. Reading this book brings home the blinkered nature of powerful men who
wanted everything on their terms and calculating women who manipulated their husbands and
lovers. Of course, the divine music which came from a gifted family was both a vehicle for power-
mongering and a diversion from reality. Mr Suchet deserves respect as an author for the quality



of his book!”

Del Doune, “Yet another great book by John Suchet!. Yet another wonderful book by John
Suchet, on the life of the Strauss family. Once again, he relates the ups and downs in his life, and
gives one the opportunity to understand how Strauss's life affected his music. I will certainly be
looking on Amazon for The Complete Works of Johann Strauss, and the Strauss family on CDs.
John Suchet's books are never boring. I find when I begin to read them I cannot put them down.
He makes all his writing so interesting.”

The book by John Suchet has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 259 people have provided feedback.
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